
Oracy
ESL ORACY ASSESSMENT - ADVANCED SYLLABUS

Section 1: PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT
not to exceed 4 minutes 

Research an area of personal concern or a national or international issue and plan and present a talk that 
demonstrates a clear exposition of that topic.  Use diagrams and other visual or audio material that will 
complement your presentation.

TOTAL SOLO TIME: 15 minutes
 (includes setting up)

This stage is designed for candidates to demonstrate their skills and expertise in English.  They should be able 
to express themselves appropriately on a wide variety of topics and to maintain their own part in conversation 
effectively – approaching “educated native speaker”. They should be able to discuss, in reasonable depth, 
matters of topical interest and matters of particular interest to themselves.

CRITERIA
• prepare and research an issue in depth 
• present a talk with an arresting introduction which will stimulate interest and conclude with a thought-provoking 

statement
• present challenging content using appropriate devices such as detailed descriptions and illustrated arguments
• apply audio/visual materials to aid and illustrate the spoken word
• speak with energetic projection, audibility and clarity  
• support what is said through the use of nonverbal communication techniques
• keep to the required time limit

Section 2: LISTEN AND RESPOND 

Ask and answer questions and participate at length in all stages of extended conversation and discussion, 
complementing facts with thoughts, ideas, views, reasons and examples. 

CRITERIA
• lead the talk into discussion
• be an attentive and responsive listener
• answer and ask extended and complex questions
• engage in all stages of extended discussion with fluency and confidence
• introduce controversial issues and develop your arguments
• express views and recognize the views of others which might cause you to re-assess your own response
• express your thoughts and emotions convincingly

Section 3: PREPARED READING ALOUD
not to exceed 2 minutes

Read aloud a passage of no more than 250 words from a book that you have read and enjoyed and is appro-
priate to your level of English.  Introduce your text with the title, author and set the extract in the context of 
the story.

CRITERIA
• choose an appropriate a passage from a novel or short story
• practice aloud many times before assessment
• introduce the passage with an evaluative recommendation and set the extract in the context of the story
• use your imagination to read aloud with understanding, fluency and verbal and non-verbal expression
• convey subtlety of meaning
• show secure control of the verbal delivery by using appropriate and meaningful pace, pitch, power and pauses
• capture the attention and sustain interest by the use of eye-contact and effective nonverbal communication 

techniques
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Oracy
Section 4: USING LANGUAGE
not to exceed 3 minutes 

Working in pairs, participate in an interview situation in the role of either the interviewer or the person to 
be interviewed. Present an improvisation based on a topic suggested by the assessor e.g. a job interview, an 
eyewitness account, a media report or a school interview.

CRITERIA
• understand the instructions for the activity
• understand your role and respond appropriately to the objective of the task
• involve yourself in the activity with confidence, clarity and enthusiasm
• apply negotiation strategies to achieve the objective and bring the activity to a satisfactory outcome

Level of Achievement

An individual report will be awarded stating the result of each section: Satisfactory, High, Very High or Outstanding. 

The overall result will be an aggregate. 

Section 1 will carry double weighting.
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