
Oracy
ESL ORACY ASSESSMENT - ELEMENTARY SYLLABUS

Section 1: EXPLAIN HOW
not to exceed 3 minutes

Present a clearly constructed talk in which you explain how you have achieved, made, grown or discovered 
something, which interests you. 

or
Describe a recent school trip or family trip/holiday and explain how you travelled there and what you did there. 

Use diagrams, maps, pictures, photos or other visual or audio material to support your talk.
You may share your talk with a partner.

TOTAL SOLO TIME: 15 minutes
 (includes setting up)

More fluency and much more accuracy than Preliminary, showing basic ability to use well-ordered short 
sentences with good connectives.  Applies a variety of questioning techniques.

Topics now include places, hobbies, interests, activities, and achievements.
Language structures as for Introductory and Preliminary but with increased use of adverbs and adjectives.  
Wider range of vocabulary.

CRITERIA
• research, structure, organise the talk with visual aids or other prompts
• select and apply audio/visual aids appropriately without passing them around during the talk
• present a talk with consistent accurate and appropriate use of the linguistic structures and vocabulary prescribed at 

this level
• communicate information clearly, audibly and with enthusiasm and expression
• show awareness of audience with the use of nonverbal communication
• bring the talk to a conclusion and keep to the required time

Section 2: LISTEN AND RESPOND 

Be prepared to answer questions from the assessor and the listening group after your talk and ask other 
students questions after their talks. 

CRITERIA
• confidently engage in extended discussion
• listen attentively and with interest to others speaking
• answer questions about people and personal details and familiar topics
• reason and express your own opinions and emotions
• engage in group discussion and express agreement and disagreement
• use some communication strategies: repeat to confirm, ask for clarification, paraphrase
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Oracy
Section 4: USING LANGUAGE
not to exceed 3 minutes 

Working in pairs, present an improvisation based on a social situation suggested by the assessor e.g. a 
telephone conversation, or a role-play in a family situation.

CRITERIA
• follow detailed directions and instructions
• understand your role in the situation
• initiate and respond appropriately to your partner
• use appropriate language and vocabulary
• use some negotiation strategies to reach the satisfactory outcome within the time frame

Level of Achievement

An individual report will be awarded stating the result of each section: Satisfactory, High, Very High or Outstanding. 

The overall result will be an aggregate. 

Section 1 will carry double weighting.
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Section 3: PREPARED READING ALOUD
not to exceed 2 minutes

Read aloud a prepared passage of no more than 150 words from a book that you have read and enjoyed and 
is appropriate to your level of English.  Introduce your text with the title, author and describe your favourite 
character

CRITERIA
• prepare a passage from a book
• introduce the text with title and author and describe your favourite character
• read clearly with sufficient projection and
• audibility to be heard and understood by the listening group
• use appropriate and meaningful intonation patterns
• use meaningful word and sentence stress
• create the rhythm with the use of the schwa on unstressed syllables and words
• use and vary the pace and pauses appropriate to punctuation and phrasing
• vary the pitch to create meaning and add interest
• use nonverbal communication to support the spoken word during the reading
• use eye contact to involve the listeners


